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Having completed my first year, serving as president of ILMA, 

I am happy to report the organization is in good shape. It has 

survived the first year of my administration and despite it 

being the second year of operating without the IEPA sustaining 

grant, we once enjoyed, we are still on sound financial footing. 

We held the 32nd Annual conference to what I feel was a great 

success. This is based on verbal feedback and attendance; we 

hope to have the final numbers and survey results soon. This 

success is due largely to a great board of directors, some very 

hardworking advisors, an extraordinary administrator, 

interesting speakers and you our participating membership.   

 

This also brings me to our BIGGEST PROBLEM! As I stated 

briefly at the conference - my frustration will continue to be 

that we should be reaching much more of our constituency (i.e. 

those organizations and individuals, in the entire State of 

Illinois, who can benefit as we do from active membership in 

ILMA.) In this I am again asking for your help, we need you as 

benefitting members to do a couple of things:  1) Do some 

personal “out-reach.” Figure out who you know in your area – 

that should know about ILMA and tell them!; 2) Help us 

identify potential members and let us do the contacting. Maybe 

out of state vendors or consultants you have used; Lake 

organizations (or PDs and Municipals) in your locale, who you 

didn’t see at the conference, give us their names and contacts.  

3) Help us with a venue we have been relatively weak in – the 

area of on-line social networking in our core topics. Forward 

our email blasts, Link us to your pages, re-Tweet and 

Facebook us (things your president has never done! I mean 

me;-); 4)  Plan Now to join us March 22-24, 2018 for our 33rd 

annual conference at the Park Regency Hotel when 

Bloomington Illinois will be “the Center of the Lake 

Management Universe” - at least for Illinois! Early 

reservations are advised.  We have a valuable product, an 

informational network filled with great people who are eager 

to share their knowledge. We need to continue to get the word 

out. We can provide and derive greater benefit through a larger 

participating membership. It will ensure that we have the 

strong political voice that will be needed with the renewed 

threats to our watershed environments. We hope to hear from 

you in any form. 

 

Yours in the lakes, 

Rich Bahr, President 
 

Hello all you lake lovers out there!  A great annual Conference has come and passed, the summer season has been 
marching right along and a new edition of Lake Waves is finally here! A summary of the Conference along with select 
photos are provided for your enjoyment and remembrance of an absolutely fabulous event held in Crystal Lake Illinois.  
For all of you who were fortunate to attend, we thank you for your continued support; and for those unfortunate 
“lakers” who were not able to come due to other extenuating circumstances…there is always next year in Bloomington!  
There have been some great ILMA activities this summer that included a POD on Manual Weed Removal, a concept I 
personally believe in whenever possible because this practice physically removes nutrients and biomass from the lake 
while solving a reoccurring problem.  Another great event that just occurred on July 20 was held at the Chicago Botanic 
Garden entitled “Lake and Pond Shorelines: Controlling Erosion and Enhancing Habitat, courtesy of Bob Kirschner and 
Heidi Natura. An upcoming workshop on Lake Management Planning and Implementation is being cooperatively 
conducted in Springfield, IL on August 9th.  And there’s more! July has also been “Lakes Appreciation Month” 
according to the North American Lake Management Society (NALMS). Three cheers and a toast to appreciating lakes 
everywhere!  So, as you can see, there have been many great opportunities to learn more about managing and enjoying 
lakes while getting to meet up with new and familiar faces. 
 
Be sure to regularly visit the new and improved look of the ILMA website at www.ilma-lakes.org and don’t forget to 
check the ILMA Facebook page and the Illinois Lakes Blog at https://illinoislakes.wordpress.com for new and 
interesting updates!  An interesting and informative article was recently posted on the Blog site entitled “10 Things You 
Can Do To Know Your Lake Better”.  Be sure visit the site and read this, I know you will enjoy it.  Thank you Brian V 
for posting!  Also, the 33nd Annual Conference may be months away, but be sure to mark your calendars for 
Bloomington, IL from March 22-24, 2018.   
 
One more thing while I have your attention, please consider submitting an article or news clip 
about your lake, some other lake, or even an interesting clip about cool lake experiences.  It is 
often difficult as a volunteer to assemble material to put in the newsletter and I need your help! 
Please contact me if you can assist, thanks!  
         Enjoy your Lakes! 
                                                                                                                           Peter Berrini 

President’s Message 

Editor’s Notes 

Dear ILMA Member, 

http://www.ilma-lakes.org
https://illinoislakes.wordpress.com


4 

Looking to spend summer days on or in the water? It's easy if you're wealthy enough to live on the coast or 
have your own pool. But even in land-locked states there are plenty of sites for swimming, boating, and 
other aquatic adventures. A travel blog from the web site Cheapism.com picked the best lake in each state, 
with a special emphasis on fishing opportunities, and Cedar Lake was selected for Illinois. In addition to 
being one of Southern Illinois' most scenic recreational areas, Cedar Lake is also in the backyard of 
Carbondale, named by Outdoor Life magazine as one of the top 200 towns for sportsmen. Head out on the 
water to compete for crappie and bass or take advantage of the beach, with its picnic tables, concession 
stands, and restrooms. (courtesy of Charyn Pfeuffer) 

The Best Lakes in All 50 States! 
(courtesy of Cheapism.com) 

Cedar Lake Photos 
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Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) 
(This Issue’s Wikipedia selection) 
 
A harmful algal bloom (HAB) is the rapid and uncontrolled growth of algae in either freshwater or marine 
environments. Because some algae produce toxins, they can be harmful to humans, mammals, birds and fish when the 
toxins are ingested. As blooms grow, they deplete the oxygen in the water and block sunlight from reaching fish and 
plants.  Blooms can last from a few days to many months. After the bloom dies, the microbes which decompose the dead 
algae use up even more of the oxygen, which can create fish die-offs. When these zones of depleted oxygen cover a 
large area for an extended period of time, they are referred to as dead zones, where neither fish nor plants are able to 
survive.  Among the causes of HABs are high-nutrient conditions in water, mostly of nitrates and phosphorus which are 
emitted by agriculture and other industries. Higher water temperature and less circulation are also factors. HABs can 
cause significant harm to animals, the environment and economies. They have been increasing in size and frequency 
worldwide, a fact that many experts attribute to global climate change. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HABs from blue-green algae (cyanobacteria) can appear as a foam, scum, or mat on or just below the surface of water 
and can take on various colors depending on their pigments.  Blue-green algae blooms in freshwater lakes or rivers may 
appear bright green, often with surface streaks which looks like floating paint.  Similarly, red tides made up of 
dinoflagellates, also contain photosynthetic pigments that vary in color from green to brown to red. 

 

Most blooms occur in fresh, marine, or brackish waters 
that have excessive nutrients and above normal water 
temperature which stimulate their rate of growth. The 
harmful effects from such blooms is due to the toxins 
they produce or from using up oxygen in the water which 
can lead to fish die-offs. 
 

Not all algal blooms are harmful, however, with some 
only discoloring water, producing a smelly odor, or 
adding a bad taste to the water. Unfortunately, it is not 
possible to tell if a bloom is harmful from just 
appearances, since sampling and microscopic 
examination is required. 
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Preparing Lake (and Watershed) Management Plans  
(Courtesy of the North American Lake Management Society (NALMS) website) 

 
Lake management actions should be performed only after hydraulic and nutrient load studies have been conducted to 
pinpoint the problem or problems in the lake and watershed, and a lake management plan prepared. Watershed ap-
proaches may need to be implemented first to ameliorate nutrient or sediment loading issues from further impairing the 
lake, and once that is done, in-lake restoration actions may be warranted. 
 
A lake and/or watershed management plan is a dynamic document that identifies goals and action items for the purpose 
of creating, protecting and/or maintaining desired conditions in a lake and its watershed for a given period of time. 
Each lake management plan is different, depending on the conditions of the lake (watershed) and the interests of the 
stakeholders involved. A lake management plan also provides a framework for future lake boards & users as to what 
issues have been addressed and how successful previous efforts were. Lake management plans can be created by lake 
associations, but are often best left to lake management professionals as there are usually a variety of complex and in-
terrelated issues at play. 
 
Although a lake management plan should be site-specific, there are certain topics that most plans address. These in-
clude (but aren’t limited to): 
 
 Lake information (depth, size, watershed, development, etc) 
 Aquatic species management 
 Aquatic invasive species management/control 
 Wildlife/fishery management 
 Nutrient budgeting 
 Shore protection 
 Water quality protection 
 Recreational management 
 Watershed management 
 
There are various methods that can be used to write a lake management plan, but the basic steps to writing one are the 
same: 
 
Step 1: Identify potential stakeholders. Stakeholders are not just the lakeshore property owners. The best lake manage-
ment plans include all sorts of interests connected to a lake, such as lake association/districts; chambers of commerce; 
tourism businesses such as restaurants, bars, bait shops, etc.; sports clubs; fish & game clubs; wildlife organizations; 
boaters; agricultural interests in the watershed; other commercial interests; town/county/city organizations & agencies; 
environmental groups; any local tribes; other lake users. 
 
Step 2: Keep the public informed and seek public input. Written or oral surveys can be used to help identify what users 
consider to be problems. Seek information from various sources when gathering data to characterize the water body. 
Hold public meetings at which you gather information and answer questions. Solicit input from all your contacts. 
 
Step 3: Keep in touch with relevant agencies. This will give you information about any necessary applications, permits, 
zoning issues, etc. In some states, an approved lake management plan is a pre-requisite for grant funding from a natural 
resources agency. 
 
Step 4: Identify the problems. Assume that everyone’s perception of a problem has merit. When a problem is identi-
fied, you should also look at its impact, location and timing, as well as known contributing factors. 
 
Step 5: Prioritize the problems. Recognizing that perhaps all problems can’t be tackled at once, prioritize the problems. 
 
Step 6: Look for actions and goals related to the prioritized issues. For example, a GOAL might be to reduce shoreline 
erosion. Some ACTIONS could include inventorying erosion sites, planting native vegetation, designing/ installing 
other shore protection methods, or diverting flows away from a particularly eroded area. 
 
 
(continued on page 7) 
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(continued from page 6) 
 
Step 7: Chose site-specific goals and strategies that address those goals. There may be several ways to address a prob-
lem, but success usually comes from the most site-specific actions and problem-specific actions being performed. For 
example, if there are several types of invasives in a lake, there may be particular methods that are best for one type of 
invasive, but don’t necessarily affect the others. More than one action might be required, each targeted to a particular 
problem. 
 
Step 8: Estimate the economic costs. This is a good time to be aware of grants or other funding that may be available. 
 
Step 9: Determine a timetable for the actions and goals, as well as how control actions will be measured. This should 
allow efforts and activities to be coordinated, especially in the instance of seasonal actions, such as fish stocking or 
chemical treatment of invasive plants. 
 
Step 10: Determine leadership & fiscal responsibility. No one person can carry out all the activities usually in a lake 
management plan. Dividing responsibilities, while having accountability, will increase chances of success. 
 
Step 11: Set methods & times for suggesting changes and modifying the plan as needed. Setting up a regular time for 
review (annual, bi-annual, etc), as well as methods by which suggestions for change are made, will help insure that 
results get reviewed in a timely manner. 
 
Note: There are several examples of lake management plans available on the internet. The following websites give 
more detail instructions on writing lake management plans: 
 
www.livinglakeplans.com 
www.shorelandmanagement.org 
www.wisconsinlakes.org 
http://www.d.umn.edu/~seawww/quick/index.html  

4H Lake, Monticello IL (Berrini) 
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The 2017 Illinois Lakes Management Association (ILMA) Annual 
Conference was held at the Holiday Inn Crystal Lake on March 30-April 
1.  Total attendance topped 150 people including the workshop on 
Saturday.  The conference featured an excellent variety of speakers and 
topics from NE Illinois and throughout the state and Midwest. 

The keynote session featured a split speaker session.  The first speaker was 
John Scott Watson, who provided an interesting perspective on a book that 
he authored entitled “Prairie Crossing”, which was based upon the 
subdivision of that same name in Grayslake, Illinois.  The much talked 
about subdivision was discussed from concept through completion, 
including social outtakes and lessons learned.  The second keynote speaker 
was Joe Keller, the Executive Director of the Fox Waterway Agency 
(FWA).  Joe presented an overview of the status of the Agency, and where 
they hope to go in the future with the help of the various waterway 
constituents. 

Three student scholarships were presented; however, due to academic 
conflicts, they were not able to attend the conference.  ILMA hopes they 
will be available at next year’s conference.  The annual Secchi disk auction 
and conference raffles go to support the annual scholarship funds.  The 
ILMA $1,000 Steve Kolsto Scholarship was awarded to Kasey Seibert, who 
is a graduate student at SIU - Carbondale.  The $500 Robert Esser Student 
Achievement Scholarship was awarded to Andrew Aardema, an Olivet 
Nazarene University undergraduate, and the $1,000 ILM Environments 
Scholarship was awarded to Megan Murray of Tower Lakes, IL, who is a 
graduate student at the Duke Nicholas School of the Environment.   

As done annually, the Frank Loftus, Lake Guardian, and Dick Hilton 
Watershed Awards were presented at the annual banquet.  The Frank Loftus 
Award was presented to William Krokus of the Lake Camelot Round Table 
Association.  The recipient of the Lake Guardian Award was Leonard Dane 
of Duechler Environmental, Inc. and the Dick Hilton Watershed Award was 
presented to Brian Valleskey of Manhard Consulting, Ltd.  See individual 
write-ups and photos below: 

William Krokus, Lake Camelot RTA, Recipient of the Frank Loftus Award: 

Mr. Krokos has attended ILMA Conferences and various lake related 
meetings for the last five to six years, and has always brought back 
information to his community and Lake Board what he had learned 
regarding lake treatments, monitoring, plans, and dredging of lakes from 
other communities. Then once Bill became a member of his lake Board, he 
dedicated many hours, days and even months of research to further his 
knowledge.  Mr. Krokos took the opportunity and time to personally 
educate himself and others around him on the importance of the community 
having a long-term lake management plan; of looking for ways to inform 
members of the current need for a dredging project, which has not yet been 
properly funded. He met with three prominent outside lake consultants and 
worked with one of them to obtain viable pricing information, and then put 
together a proposal to present to the community for the first time. Although 
the initial proposal, which would require additional membership funding, 
was not accepted the first go around, Mr. Krokos has been voted in for 
another two-year term on Camelot Board, and is beginning to develop into a 
lifelong commitment to seeing that the community addresses these issues 
going forward, including the need to dredge and to properly maintain our 
lakes. He has been instrumental in getting us into the Illinois EPA Volunteer 
Lake Monitoring Program and the beginning stages of preparing apply for 
319 Program Grant assistance.    

Scenes from the 32nd Annual ILMA Conference 
A recap from Brian Valleskey & Peter Berrini 

Leonard Dane (right) receiving 

the Lake Guardian Award  

Bill Krokos (middle) receiving  

the Frank Loftus Award  

Brian Valleskey (right) receiving 

the Dick Hilton Watershed Award  
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The Camelot Round Table Association is a community of over 625 
homes with a total of 1,040 lots that, a year and a half ago were not even 
in the beginning stages of addressing all of the lake management needs 
or how to properly care for them. Mr. Krokos has actively encouraged 
and initiated the process of beginning to address these management 
issues moving forward and is a very deserving recipient of this year’s 
Frank Loftus Award. 

Leonard Dane, Duechler Environmental, Inc., Recipient of Lake 
Guardian Award: 

The recipient of the Lake Guardian Award has been a dedicated member 
of ILMA for many years.  He has served 2 terms as vice president and 2 
more years as president.  He spends countless hours behind the scenes 
for ILMA – planning and organizing the conference locations, 
registration, exhibitor areas, hotel logistics, on and on.  He also has 
coordinated many of the PODS.  He is a person that follows through 
with his commitments and can be depended on to handle issues without 
a lot of complications or complaints.  His huge efforts toward the 
continued success of ILMA is much appreciated by everyone involved. 

Brian Valleskey, Manhard Consulting, Ltd., Recipient of Dick Hilton 
Watershed Award: 

This gentleman is a dedicated volunteer and professional advocate for 
watershed protection. As a water resources professional he has spent 
timeless hours developing strong partnerships and exceptional plans to 
protect our water here in Illinois and in his native state of Wisconsin. He 
plays fair with everyone and has been a mentor and friend of ILMA for 
many years. He is a member of the Technical Advisory Committee for 
SMC, Greater Pistakee Lake Watershed Partnership, 9 Lakes Watershed 
Initiative, Upper Des Plaines River Watershed, Buffalo Creek 
Watershed, Slocum Lake Protection Committee and VLMP for Slocum 
Lake. He is a past ILMA Board member where he was the brain child 
behind what is now the ILMA POD series.  Brian Valleskey is this 
year’s recipient of the Dick Hilton Watershed. 
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www.ilma-lakes.org 

Illinois Lake Management Association 

PO Box 20655 

Springfield, IL 62708 

Park Regency Hotel  & Conference Center 

 

33
rd

 Annual ILMA Conference 

March 22-24  

2018 

Mark your calendar 
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Winner: Dani Rush 

Runner-Up: Peter Berrini 

Annual Photo Contest Winners 

Be sure to enter your favorite lake photo 

at next year’s Annual Conference! 




